
Thriving 
in Ministry
Become part of a growing 
community of pastoral ministry and 
leadership practice across church 
traditions and networks in the 
metropolitan New York area. The 
goal of the Thriving in Ministry 
initiative at City Seminary of New 
York is to walk alongside pastors 
from the diverse Body of Christ in 
our city to nurture networks of 
mutual support, care, and well-being 
in a complex and ever-changing 
urban context.

Part
icip

ate
 in

 

a n
umber o

f 

diffe
rent w

ays
 at

 

no co
st 

to yo
u.

Whether you are new to 
pastoral leadership, seeking 
peers who have been 
pastoring for several years, 
or are transitioning into 
retirement, and serve in 
New York, this is for you!

Becoming God’s peace in our
neighborhood, city, and world.

This initiative is directed by Rev. Dr. Geomon 
George and Rev. Miriam Acevedo. The 
facilitator team includes Dr. Maria Liu Wong, 
Rev. Dr. Mark Gornik, Bishop Vivian Grubb, 
and others.

For more information, please contact 
Rev. Dr. Geomon George at 
learning@cityseminaryny.org.

City Seminary of New York
302 West 119th Street, 3rd Flr 
New York, NY 10026
www.cityseminaryny.org
212.749.2717

This initiative is generously funded 
by Lilly Endowment Inc. 2026



Connecting with one another helps us create a new 
story together...to imagine stories of co-creation 
with God in partnership with one another.

Elizabeth Conde-Frazier

Pastoral Conversation 
Collaborative Inquiry Groups
Take a season of life and 
ministry to explore more in 
depth a compelling question 
around thriving in ministry, 
chosen together with a group 
of fellow pastors/ministry 
leaders from diverse church 
networks. Collaborative Inquiry 
(CI) groups meet approximately 
one to two times a month over 
four to ten months, and 
incorporate an action-reflection 
process that generates new 
ways of understanding and 
experiencing ministry. The 
groups are co-led by 
participants. Once you have 
completed one round (you may 
complete multiple rounds), you 
may have the opportunity to 
initiate a new group with 
others. Coaching may be 
provided by seminary staff. If 
you have a special interest, 
please reach out to see if we 
can create a Cl group tailored 
to that area.

Dates by arrangement

Spiritual Direction Retreats
Attend a half-day retreat for 
time and space for prayer, 
contemplation on Scripture, 
and spiritual renewal. Led by a 
spiritual director, meet God
anew during personal time as 
well as in fellowship with other 
pastors. Gain perspective and 
rest for your journey.

Fridays 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Reflective Praxis Groups
Join a group of three to four 
pastors/ministry leaders 
working through individual 
ministry or leadership 
challenges over five sessions of 
prayer, conversation, and 
fellowship. These groups meet 
for six two-hour sessions, 
weekly or bi-weekly, during the 
Fall and Spring, and are 
facilitated by seminary faculty. 
This year we are hosting 
groups for single/mixed 
gender, as well as pastoral 
couples.

Dates by arrangement

Join in the 

conversation.

Pastoral Portraits
Each year, we invite eight pastors 
(four women and four men) into 
deeper conversations around their 
formation as a pastor, practice of 
and hopes for a thriving ministry.
These conversations are 
documented as written portraits 
for use as resources to share a 
theology of story, seeing the many 
ways that pastoral ministry may 
look in individual lives and the 
connections that can be made 
across networks.

Annual Reunion
Our fall reunion brings together all 
participants of our Thriving in 
Ministry initiative for a time of 
prayer, worship, reflection, and 
celebration of how God has been 
in our midst for the past year. This 
gathering includes good food 
(meal gift card) and good 
fellowship, and opportunities to 
network with and build new and 
lasting friendships with pastors 
from the diverse Body of Christ in 
New York City.

Friday 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

UPCOMING DATES

Spiritual Direction Retreats
May 15, 2026
October 16, 2026

Reflective Praxis Groups

Pastoral Conversation 
Collaborative Inquiry Groups
By arrangement

Annual Reunion
November 13, 2026


